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that liad notMng to do with Turkey or the European sit-
uation. News items concerning the Far Bast, America
or Australia were in special demand. Odd happenings
in America furnished a favorite subject about which to
write stories. In order to supply the papers with the ele-
ment of attraction and sensation which they would other-
wise have lacked, exaggerated stories were published
about Americans. The papers were not allowed to give
prominence to any local events which did not constitute
an occasion to praise the Sultan. The restrictions be-
came stricter daily. A general book or a copy of a news-
paper published several years before was very likely to be
considered by the secret agents of the police as incrimi-
nating and seditious literature. Not only were most of
the Turkish literary works on the black list, but also
books written by previous order of and by the Sultan; for
instance, concerning the sham trial of the liberal Grand
Vizier, Midhat Pasha. The last stage of restrictions con-
cerned the interdiction of fiction, because "it stimulated
the imagination/' At first, the interdiction concerned
only actions represented as happenings in Turkey or
among Turks. Later, every novel and story was pro-
hibited. Travel descriptions were singled out as undesir-
able. Love stories were placed under a very strict ban.
As a consequence of these conditions, the number of
Young Turk revolutionary publications increased very
rapidly. The MesJiverett, on March 15,1898, noted seven
new organs established within two months. Most of
these papers, usually distributed gratis, were short-lived
on account of financial difficulties. Anybody could ask
for any number of copies to be distributed in the interior,
and many copies were sent, through foreign post offices,
to different addresses in Turkey. While the recipient
was not expected generally to pay for each copy, he had
to pay a very heavy price if detected by the secret police.
In spite of the vigilance of the authorities such papers